
Famous Composer Research Presentation Guidelines 

1. Choose a composer whose compositions are widely known and highly regarded in the field 
of Western music and/or one whose work we have recently studied with our school 
band/orchestra .  Make sure to get the composer approved by the director before 
beginning your work.  At the end of this document are some examples, or you may come 
up with your own. 

2. Find information about your chosen composer from at least 3 different academic sources 
(e.g. official sources, not Wikipedia, Youtube, forums, blogs, etc.), and cite them using MLA 
format - use http://www.citationmachine.net/mla/cite-a-website or similar.  Copy the 
citations for whatever sources you use on an extra slide at the end of your presentation. 

3.  Using Google Slides or Powerpoint, create at least 4 more slides for your presentation: 
a. Summarize and consolidate the information you researched onto your slides. 

i. Title page with the name of your chosen composer, an image of him/her, as 
well as your name, class, and presentation date.  

● The image may also include a link to a notable piece by the composer 
to play audio up to 30 seconds before beginning your presentation. 

ii. 1+ slides: composer’s personal life (family, relationships, training, jobs, etc.) 
iii. 1+ slides: famous works by the composer and interesting facts about them 
iv. 1+ slides: composer’s influence on others during or after his/her life 

b. Use short bullet points only.  NO SLIDES MAY CONTAIN FULL SENTENCES. 
c. Each slide should include an image relevant to the information on the slide (one 

slide may be image-free if necessary). 
d. Make sure the text and content on your slides is large enough and spaced out in a 

way that makes it easy to read from far away (back of the classroom) 

4. Schedule a presentation date with the director at least one full week in advance. 

5. Double check that your presentation is complete including title page, three content 
sections, and citation slide.  Email completed presentation to director at least 24 hours 
before your scheduled in-class presentation.  (jwinchell@ggusd.net) 

6. Prepare and rehearse your spoken presentation to go along with your slides. 
a. Presentations must be 3-5 minutes in length (not counting audio clip if used) 
b. Use bullet points on slides to cue natural full sentences and be prepared to speak in 

more detail than your slides. You may use notecards if desired. 
c. Make sure your eyes are not focused on a screen/board/card, but rather the class. 
d. Speak loud enough to be heard easily in the back  of the room. 

7. Dress nicely and give your presentation on your scheduled day at the beginning of class. 

8. You’re done!! ο  

http://www.citationmachine.net/mla/cite-a-website
mailto:jwinchell@ggusd.net


 
Composer examples: 
 
 

★ Aaron Copland 

★ Alfred Reed 

★ Antonin Dvorak 

★ Antonio Vivaldi 

★ Arnold Schoenberg 

★ Benjamin Britten 

★ Camille Saint-Saens 

★ Charles Ives 

★ Claude Debussy 

★ Clifton Williams 

★ David Maslanka 

★ Dimitri Shostakovich 

★ Edvard Grieg 

★ Edward Elgar 

★ Eric Whitacre 

★ Frank Ticheli 

★ Franz Liszt 

★ Franz Schubert 

★ Frederic Chopin 

★ George Frideric Handel 

★ George Gershwin 

★ Georges Bizet 

★ Gioachino Rossini 

★ Giuseppi Verdi 

★ Gustav Holst 

★ Gustav Mahler 

★ Hector Berlioz  

★ Igor Stravinsky 

★ Jean Sibelius 

★ Johann Sebastian Bach 

★ Johannes Brahms 

★ John Barnes Chance 

★ John Mackey 

★ John Philip Sousa 

★ John Williams 

★ Joseph Haydn 

★ Leonard Bernstein 

★ Ludwig Van Beethoven 

★ Malcolm Arnold 

★ Modest Mussorgsky 

★ Morten Lauridsen 

★ Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov 

★ Paul Hindemith 

★ Percy Grainger 

★ Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky 

★ Ralph Vaughan Williams 

★ Richard Strauss 

★ Richard Wagner 

★ Robert W. Smith 

★ Samuel Barber 

★ Sergei Rachmaninoff 

★ Steven Bryant 

★ Vincent Persichetti 

★ Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 


